
Making affirmative statements with can

Take a look at these sentences.

Samantha can speak French very well.

“I can help you mow the lawn, Dad.”

“Great.”

“You can have some of my Coke
®

, Andy. I don’t want it all.”

“Oh, thanks.”

Take a look at this chart. Notice that can is a special verb. 

We don’t add –s to can with he, she, and it.

I

You

He

She

can play outside. It’s not raining.

It

We

You

They
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• We use can with all persons — we don’t add an –s to can
with he, she, and it.

• The verb that comes after can does not take to.

CAN
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Here are some more examples.

Vincent knows all about computers. He can fix all kinds of

computers.

We can have band practice at Matt’s house on Saturday

afternoon. It’s OK with his parents.

Lauren is away this week. Your friends can sleep in her room. 

Making negative statements with can

Take a look at these transformations.

My little cousins can swim. AFFIRMATIVE

My little cousins cannot swim. NEGATIVE

I can cook dinner this evening. AFFIRMATIVE

I cannot cook dinner this evening. NEGATIVE

You can borrow my guitar. AFFIRMATIVE

You cannot borrow my guitar. NEGATIVE

Now compare these sentences and notice how cannot is contracted.

My little cousins cannot swim.

My little cousins      can’t swim.

I cannot cook dinner this evening.

I can’t cook dinner this evening.

You cannot borrow my guitar.

You      can’t borrow my guitar.
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Look at this chart.

I

You

He cannot

She

play outside. It’s raining.

It

We can’t

You

They

Now take a look at some more examples.

Alex can play the drums, but he can’t play the guitar.

Kevin can’t go to the movies with his friends this evening. He

has band practice.

“Great! Apple pie. My favorite.”  

“That apple pie’s for dessert, Allison. You can’t have any now.”

Asking questions with can

Look at these transformations.

Emily can play the guitar. AFFIRMATIVE

Can Emily play the guitar? QUESTION

Sarah can have a cookie now. AFFIRMATIVE

Can Sarah have a cookie now? QUESTION

Bill and Tyler can join the team. AFFIRMATIVE

Can Bill and Tyler join the team? QUESTION
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Now take a look at this chart.

I

you

he

Can
she

swim?
it

we

you

they

Look at these questions and answers. Note the complete answers.

“Can I have a hamburger, please?”

“I’m afraid not. There aren’t any hamburgers left.”

“Can I borrow your bike?”

“Sure. It’s in the garage.”

“Can Elizabeth Lewis run well?”

“Yes, she’s an excellent runner.”

Here are some more questions and answers. Note the short answers.

“Yes, I can.”

“Can you help out at the store today?”

“No, I can’t.”

“Yes, they can.”

“Can Ruby and Alexander swim well?”

“No, they can’t.”



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Subsample
  /ColorImageResolution 160
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 2.40
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Subsample
  /GrayImageResolution 160
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 2.40
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Subsample
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 3.33333
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [120 120]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


