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In negative statements, we can use any, anything, no, and
nothing.

Take a look at these examples.

There are no bad grades
on my report card!

I’m hungry!

We use any and anything in negative statements
when the verb is in the negative form.

We use no and nothing in negative statements
when the verb is in the affirmative form.

But there’s nothing
open now. It’s only
7 a.m.!

There aren’t any long-sleeved
shirts on sale.

There isn’t anything I like at this
restaurant.



In questions, we can use any, anything, and something.

Take a look at this example.
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Are there any good
grades on your
report card?

Um . . .

Is there anything
on my shirt?

Aaahhh!

Is there something
on my shirt?

Aaahhh!

Note how we can use anything or something in questions.
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You know that we can add -d or -ed to a regular verb to form the
Simple Past Tense. Here’s an example with the regular verb to spill.

THE SIMPLE PAST TENSE — REGULAR VERBS (CONTINUED)

Aaah!

Special spelling rules

But for some regular verbs, there are special spelling rules to form
the Simple Past Tense. Now let’s look at some of these rules. Here’s
an example with the regular verb to drop.

“Hey, why is your little brother crying?”
“Because he dropped his Popsicle® on the sidewalk.”

Look at how we form the past tense of to drop.

Watch out!
Amy and her friends

spilled some popcorn
at their sleepover

last night.

INFINITIVE PAST

to drop dropped

If a regular verb has one syllable and ends in
one vowel + one consonant,

we double that consonant and add -ed to form the past.

one one doubled
vowel consonant consonant



Take a look at this example.

What
happened?

An accident! Tom slipped
and I dropped my ice cream!

Sorry, Mom!
That’s OK,

kids. It looks
great!

Here are some more regular verbs you know that end in one vowel
+ one consonant.

INFINITIVE PAST TENSE

to chop
to shop
to stop

chopped
shopped
stopped

Here’s an example with the verb to fix.

For verbs that end in x and w,
we do not double the x or the w in the 

past tense.
to fix fixed
to mow mowed

Look! Mr. Lee
fixed my bike

yesterday!
Wow!

He can fix
anything.
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