
Take a look at this dialogue from the lesson.
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NEGATIVE QUESTIONS

Is that pretty girl your cousin? SIMPLE QUESTION

Isn’t that pretty girl your cousin? NEGATIVE QUESTION

Are there any restrooms here? SIMPLE QUESTION

Aren’t there any restrooms here? NEGATIVE QUESTION

Was the supermarket open Sunday night? SIMPLE QUESTION

Wasn’t the supermarket open Sunday night? NEGATIVE QUESTION

Do you have a new shoulder bag? SIMPLE QUESTION

Don’t you have a new shoulder bag? NEGATIVE QUESTION

Did Bill go to the last Olympic Games? SIMPLE QUESTION

Didn’t Bill go to the last Olympic Games? NEGATIVE QUESTION

Can Mary push the shopping cart? SIMPLE QUESTION

Can’t Mary push the shopping cart? NEGATIVE QUESTION

Hey, isn’t that Andy Jackson,

the runner?

How would I know?

The boy on the left is asking a negative question. Negative questions are

pretty common in English. 

Now let’s learn how we form negative questions. Look at these examples.

(You’ll learn how to form more negative questions in another lesson.)



Wait a minute!

Weren’t you behind

me in line?
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We usually use contracted forms

to ask negative questions.

Here are some more examples

with negative questions.

Hey! Aren’t you

going to help me? Leave me alone!

Can’t you see I’m

busy now?








