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THE POSITION OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT OBJECTS.

Look at this statement:

We bought a treadmill.

direct object

What did we buy? We bought a treadmill. In this statement, a treadmill is the direct
object of the verb. Notice that there is no preposition immediately before the
direct object.

Now look at another statement:

We bought a treadmill for Denise.

indirect object

Who did we buy the treadmill for ? We bought it for Denise. In this statement,
Denise is the indirect object of the verb. Notice that the indirect object is
immediately preceded by a preposition.

There are two objects in this statement, a direct object and an indirect object.
The direct object comes before the indirect object. When we use this order, the
indirect object has to be preceded by a preposition, as we saw above.

We    bought a treadmill for      Denise.

verb direct object preposition indirect object

It is also possible to put the indirect object before the direct object. Notice that
when we use this order, no preposition is used:

We    bought     Denise      a treadmill.

verb indirect object direct object

Follow this hint:

GRAMMAR YOU CAN’T DO WWITHOUT

THE EXERCISES ARE TO BE DONE AND CORRECTED IN CLASS.

• The direct object can come before the indirect object. When we

use this order, the indirect object has to be preceded by a

preposition (usually to or for ):

verb + direct object + preposition + indirect object.

• The indirect object can come before the direct object. When

this happens, no preposition is used:

verb + indirect object + direct object.
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I. Put the indirect object that follows each statement before the direct object. 

1. Rick bought an engagement ring. (Carol)

Rick bought   ___________________________________________________.

2. I brought some refreshments. (you)

I brought   _____________________________________________________.

3. My brother-in-law got this treadmill. (me)

My brother-in-law got

____________________________________________.

4. Tony bought tickets to the musical. (his kids)

Tony bought

___________________________________________________.

II. Put the indirect object that follows each statement after the direct object. Remember to

add a preposition.

1. We’re going to tell our secret. (Greg)

We’re going   __________________________________________________.

2. I bought a new watch. (myself)

I bought   _____________________________________________________.

3. Eric gave some walnuts. (the squirrel)

Eric gave   ____________________________________________________.

4. They got orchestra seats. (us)

They got   _____________________________________________________.

GRAMMAR YOU CAN’T DO WWITHOUT

I. 1. Carol an engagement ring 2. you some refreshments

3. me this treadmill 4. his kids tickets to the musical

II. 1. to tell our secret to Greg 2. a new watch for myself

3. some walnuts to the squirrel 4. orchestra seats for us


