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CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION 

International Students – F-1 (Student) Visa status

BEFORE APPLYING

Students interested in obtaining the Student Visa F-1 can only apply to the Intensive English Programs (minimum of 18 hours per week) – Private or Group classes. Additionally, students must inform CCLS the duration of their studies (in months) and when they would like to start their studies (month and year). This information is requested in the Application Form.

HOW TO APPLY 

In order to apply for the F-1 student visa from abroad, a potential student (or their legal guardian if under the age of 18) should do the following:

1. Fill out and sign the Application for Admission Form provided
2. Fill out and sign the Certificate of Financial Support 

3. Attach certification of financial support to the Certificate of Financial Support (see below)
4. Attach a copy of the identification page of the passport
5. Submit above documentation to CCLS along with the non-refundable Application fee of USD100.00 or USD200.00 (for change of status), and non-refundable courier fee of USD55.00 or USD85.00. Students or their appointees may pick up the I-20 form at school and not pay the courier fee.
6. F-1 visa students who are currently in the USA and are in legal status may transfer their SEVIS record to CCLS. They need to fill out the Transfer Form and submit it to the PDSO/DSO of their current school before the program end date. The courier fee is waived.

6.   If you are currently in legal status in the USA and wish to change your status to F-1, please contact the school for information. Tourists with a visa waiver cannot apply to change of status. They must apply for a student visa in their country of origin.

Acceptable certification of financial support: (One of the following)

1. A current personal bank statement or a notarized letter in English from the student’s bank showing that  the student has sufficient funds to pay for school, housing, food and any incidental expenses during his stay in the US. OR

2. Both a sponsorship letter/affidavit of support (in English) from the student’s parents or other source of support (a relative, an employer, an American resident or citizen, etc) stating they will be responsible for the student’s expenses during his stay at CCLS, AND a bank statement (or notarized bank letter) verifying their financial ability to meet the student’s needs. In the sponsorship letter, it should be clearly stated that the sponsor will cover all school and living expenses. OR
3. An official scholarship letter (in English) from the student’s employer or other organization that will cover all school and living expenses.

Notes:
. The above documentation is required by the USCIS (United States Citizenship and Immigration Services) for the issuance of the I-20 form.

. As the student will need to present the same financial documentation to the American Embassy or Consulate in his country of origin, CCLS suggests that students send CCLS only copies of the above listed financial documentation.

. The student should contact the American consular office in his country of origin and inquire about their time frame to process the F-1 Student Visa. That information will help the student determine the time needed to process his documentation before classes start. 

.  Students applying to an F-1 visa need to pay the I-901 SEVIS fee prior to their interview at the US Consular office. The fee is USD200.00 and may be paid online at www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/index.html. CCLS may process the I-901 fee payment on behalf of the applicant. Check the appropriate box on the application form. There is no fee for this service.

. CCLS will not return any documentation or forms sent to the school for the processing of the I-20 form.

. The Application Form, Certificate of Financial Support Form, copy of passport and financial certification and applicable fees may be faxed to 305 443-8538, scanned and emailed to info@cclscorp.com or mailed to

CCLS – Cultural Center for Language Studies

International Student Admission

3191 Coral Way, Suite 114 

Miami, Florida 33145 

USA

AFTER THE APPLICATION IS PROCESSED 

CCLS will process the student’s application in approximately five business days upon receipt of the student’s Application for Admission and Certificate of Financial Support Forms, application and courier fees, copy of passport and financial documents. 

F-1 STUDENT VISA APPLICATION AT THE US EMBASSY/CONSULATE IN YOUR COUNTRY
The applicant will present the following documents to the consular officer:

1- Form I-20 issued by CCLS, dated and signed by the applicant;

2-* Form I-901(SEVIS) fee receipt;

3-** Applicant’s or applicant’s sponsor’s recent financial documentation supporting study in the USA. In case of a sponsor, a notarized Affidavit of Support is also required;
4- Applicant’s passport valid for the duration of his stay in the USA;
5- Form DS-160, available from the consulate or at http://usembassy.state.gov (select your country);
6- A receipt for visa processing fee (information available from the consulate or at http://usembassy.state.gov (select your country);
7- Evidence that the student/sponsor has financial resources to pay for the student’s studies and personal expenses in the USA;
8-*** Evidence that the applicant will return to his country of origin upon completion of his studies in the USA.
Notes:

* The I-901 payment can only be made after the I-20 has been issued by the school

** If the sponsor is a permanent legal resident ( “green card” holder) or citizen of the USA, the Affidavit of Support may be obtained at www.uscis.gov/graphics/formsfee/forms/files/i-134.pdf,. Otherwise, a notarized letter stating intent will suffice.
*** The F-1 visa is a non-immigrant visa. The visa officers may request that applicants show evidence they intend to return to their home country. Evidence of intent may be:

a) Letter from current or prospective employer supporting the student’s studies in the USA and guaranteeing his position upon return from the USA;

b) Proof that the applicant’s family (spouse and children) will remain in their home country;

c) Documents showing ownership of assets or family business in the applicant’s country of origin;

d) Evidence that the applicant is financially stable and has no interest in immigrating to the USA. The applicant’s most recent income tax return and paycheck stub should be provided to the consular officer.

e) If a sibling studied in the USA and then returned home, bring their passport to show they have returned. It shows the family has a history of studying in the USA and returning home.

The consular interview is a serious and formal event and the candidate must be respectful and dress formally. The interviewee must be prepared to answer the questions in a succinct and confident manner.  The two most common questions are:

1- Why do you wish to study English in the USA when there are excellent English schools in your own country?

2- Why did you choose Miami for your English studies?

Note that, for question #1, answers such as “They speak better English in the USA.”; or “I would like to visit the USA.”; or “It’s cool to travel to the USA.” are not plausible answers. The student visa is granted to applicants who need to learn English quickly and effectively so as to fulfill a career or academic goal. Maybe the student wants to continue their language studies in their own country; or be accepted at a Master’s or PhD program; or obtain a promotion at their current job; or expand their business contacts internationally; or  any other number of reasons that would justify the investment in resources and time required to take language classes in the USA.  Otherwise, the consul may render their intentions frivolous or decide they have no good reason to study in the USA.
The consular officer will make the final decision to grant a student visa, or not.
CCLS bears no responsibility for the student’s failure to obtain the F-1 student visa.
COURSE PAYMENT

The full payment of tuition and course materials for the first term must be received by CCLS within five days of his visa petition approval.  If the student fails to make the payments as indicated, CCLS will cancel the student’s application and visa. 

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY 

Requests for cancellation and refund of tuition and materials (Application and Courier fees are non-refundable) paid by or on behalf of the student must be in writing. They will be accepted if received by CCLS five business days before the course start date provided that at least one of the following conditions is met:

1. The program of studies is cancelled. 

2. The student is not granted the F-1 visa (student visa) by the American Consular Office in his country of origin. In this case, the student must return the original I-20 form or a letter of denial from the US Consular Office to CCLS.
3. The student could not leave his/her country due to hospitalization or death of same or an immediate family member (parents, spouse or children only), war or Acts of God. Proof of such events must be submitted in writing.

Students may receive tuition refunds for future unused study terms by completing the Refund Request Form at least five days prior to commencement of classes. In this case, the student will forfeit any discount based on multiple term payments. There are NO refunds for the program in session. There is a USD50.00 processing fee for shortening or canceling of a program of study after arrival.

If a student is dismissed from school for any reason, NO refund will be given for the term in session, but only for future terms for which they may be registered. 
It is understood that students who register through travel or educational agents have signed contracts with these agents that may include cancellation penalties, no-refund policies, or special refund conditions. CCLS will confirm the conditions of agent-student contracts before issuing any refunds.

CCLS will send a refund check to the student or his agent, with whom the course was booked, within thirty business days after the receipt of the written refund request and applicable documentation. If payment was made with a credit card, CCLS will issue a credit to same. 

Once classes have started, students will abide by the course schedule. Rescheduling due to student illness, early departure, or any other circumstance presented by the student, will be approved or denied at CCLS’ discretion. 

TRAVEL/MEDICAL INSURANCE

Students must purchase medical insurance prior to leaving their country. Proof of insurance coverage must be submitted to CCLS along with the course payment. 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AND UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES

There is no tuition refund as a result of classes missed due to unscheduled holidays, unforeseen circumstances or Acts of God. CCLS will not be liable for being unable to render services that are impossible to supply for reasons that are beyond the control of CCLS and its representatives.

ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all classes and are required to fulfill all assignments offered by CCLS. If students miss a class, they are responsible for reviewing the subject themselves. An explanation letter of the student’s absence form classes must be submitted to the school office. The number of absences of an international F-1 student cannot exceed more than two absences per calendar month; otherwise it will affect the student’s visa status. Exceptions will be made only if students present medical documentation to support their inability to attend classes.
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