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CULTURAL CENTER FOR LANGUAGE STUDIES

GENERAL INFORMATION TO INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
1. Introduction 

CCLS, a privately owned Language School, offers a uniquely successful approach to language learning which focus on interactive multimedia. Language students worldwide have participated in and benefited from our English and Spanish Programs. CCLS is a proud member of NAFSA (Association of International Educators), CCBU (Brazil-USA Cultural Center of Florida) and BACCF (Brazilian American Chamber of Commerce of Florida). O CCLS is also authorized under Federal Law to enroll nonimmigrant alien students (student visa F-1).
2. Course Structure
CCLS’ unique interactive multimedia method emphasizes student participation in class. The target language is the only language spoken in class, so students notice immediate improvement in their language skills. All our teachers are native-fluent qualified professionals, carefully trained in our methodology.  CCLS students have free access to our Language Lab, and enjoy unlimited after-class activities that will help them improve their writing, listening and speaking skills.

3. Certification

CCLS issues Certificates of Completion to the students who take and complete each course successfully.
4. Student Visa (F-1)
Only students attending the programs with a minimum of 18 hours per week of school work are eligible for the F-1 visa. For detailed information on how to apply for the Student visa, please read the CCLS Conditions of Admission.

5. CCLS English Programs 

CCLS offers Intensive (minimum of 18 hours per week) and Semi-Intensive (11 hours per week) programs in English:

Our Intensive programs are designed for local and non-resident students who want to attend English classes on a full-time schedule. International Students (non-residents) who want to attend these intensive programs are eligible for the Student visa F-1.
Our Semi-Intensive Programs are designed for local students only. 
CCLS programs consist of thirteen levels of proficiency. There are classes for Beginner (3 levels), Intermediate (3 levels), Upper-Intermediate (3 levels) and Advanced (4 modules) students. The duration of each course, which refers to class time only, will depend on the program selected. A Language Lab is available to all students at no extra cost for further oral and written practice. Please, consult the programs’ descriptions below:

I) CCLS Intensive Programs: These programs qualify for the Student visa F-1.
A.
Group or Private Classes

. English for Effective Communication – This program is designed for teenage and adult students who wish to learn how to communicate in everyday situations such as conversation at a bank, restaurant, airport, office, etc. The complete course consists of thirteen levels of instruction, ranging from basic to advance. Each level requires 14 hours per week of class time, plus 4 hours minimum of lab practice. Duration: Minimum of 4 (basic and intermediate levels) or 5 (higher levels) weeks.

B.
Private Classes only

. Total Immersion – General Purposes – The programs comprise different courses for kids, teenagers, young adults, adults and professionals in general. These programs place a premium on speaking and listening skills through total student involvement in sound and image. They also address the reading, writing, and pronunciation skills. Each course requires 25 hours per week of class time, plus lab practice. Duration: Minimum of 2 weeks.

. TOEFL / TOEIC Preparation Course -This course combines lab practice and study sessions with an instructor. The total duration of the course depends on the student's proficiency level. An upper intermediate or advanced level of proficiency in oral communication in English is required. The course is divided into modules. Each module requires 15 hours per week of class time plus 3 hours minimum of lab practice. Duration: minimum of 2 weeks.

. Tailor-Made Program for Business, Management, Public Speaking, Banking, Finance, Travel, etc.  These programs are specially designed to meet the needs and goals of business executives, and professionals. An intermediate level of proficiency is required. The programs may also include professional jargon. Each module requires 18 hours per week of class time. Duration: minimum of 2 weeks.

II) CCLS Special Programs (Private classes only)

These programs, when taken independently, do not qualify for the F-1 visa. In order to qualify for the F-1 visa, they must be taken in addition to another program -Intensive Program (item I), another Special Program (item II) or Semi-Intensive Program (item III).
. ARC- Accent Reduction Course - Upper-intermediate and advanced students who wish to reduce their foreign accent, benefit from our Accent Reduction Course. This course has combined resources from the fields of speech therapy, foreign language pedagogy, phonology and phonetics. 

The ARC leads to accent reduction and rapid approximation to the pronunciation of standard American English. The ARC consists of 2 independent 30-hour modules.

. Conversation Course - This course is offered to students with upper intermediate or advanced level of proficiency in oral communication in English. The course is divided into 2 modules of 30 hours each. 

III) CCLS Semi-Intensive Programs

This program does not qualify for the student visa due to its 12-hour weekly schedule. It must be combined with a course from items I or II for the student visa. Information provided upon request.

6. Program Schedule and Fees

The programs that qualify for the student visa are offered from Monday to Friday; in the morning (classes from 9:00am to 12:40pm) or in the afternoon (classes from 2pm to 5:40pm). For on tuition fees, please read the Group Class Cost Chart and Special Program Cost Chart.
7. Placement Test

Students may take the CCLS Placement Test at CCLS Miami or in their country of origin, if they contact an authorized agent. The Placement Test consists of oral and written exams, and is free of charge. Students must have paid the Application Fee to be eligible to take the placement test.
8. Registration

Registration is open the year-round and classes start in the beginning of every month.  It is important to point out that international students have different program options:

a) They may join our Intensive Group Classes

b) They may choose a Private Tuition Program (one student)

c) They may form a Semi-Private/Corporate Group of their own (1 up to 4 students in the group share the tuition fees).

Note: Students applying to the F-1 Student visa must pay a US$ 100.00 non-refundable Application Fee (per person) to cover the I-20 form processing and a US$55.00 or US$85.00 non-refundable courier fee. If the student is requesting a change of status, the application fee is US$200.00
9. Underage Students

Students under the age of 18 will only be accepted if accompanied by or staying with an adult who will take responsibility for the minor during his stay in Miami. CCLS does not accept responsibility for minors traveling by themselves.

10. Forms of Payment
We accept wire transfer, money orders in US dollars, checks payable by a US bank, traveler’s checks and credit card (American Express, Visa and Master Card).

11. Accommodation and Transportation 
CCLS does not provide accommodation or international transportation arrangements for its students. It is solely the students’ responsibility to arrange for such services. CCLS has visited a number of hostels/hotels around the school and in Miami Beach and found them comfortable and suitable to students. However, there is no commercial relationship between CCLS and those establishments, so CCLS cannot take responsibility for the services they provide. The information is below:

Hostel and Apart-hotel (10-minute walk from CCLS - meals not included; kitchen in premises):

1- Miami Hospedaje   Email: miamihospedaje@comcast.net (English or Spanish).

2-Extended Stay America Location: Coral Gables www.extendedstayamerica.com/minisite/?hotelID=623 (English or Spanish)

 

Apartments (short-term rentals for families)

1- Shamrock Apartments - Location: Coral Gables - 5-minute walk from CCLS) www.shamrockcorp.com  (English or Spanish) 

2- The Four Ambassadors Condominium (bus ride to CCLS - 20 minutes) www.fourambassadors.com/  (English or Spanish) 

 

Homestay in Miami (includes breakfast and dinner):     

1- U$1,000/month: Edgar/Janeth (walking distance to CCLS)  Email: ezuniga53@gmail.com (English or Spanish)

2- U$800/month: Vanira Garnier (50-minute bus and metro ride) Tel: 305 255-7551 / 305 283-5309 (English or Spanish) 

3- U$775/month: Karen de Matas (access by bus - 10 minutes) Email: karendematas@yahoo.com (English or Spanish)  

4- U$1,250/month: (several locations) www.sarahomestay.com
 

Rooms for rent in Miami (meals not included; kitchen in premises):

1- U$850 to U$1,200/month - Mr./Mrs. Miyar (short bus ride or 20-minute walk to CCLS) Email: miyar@miyar.net (English  only) www.esolmiami.com/3325.html
2- U$800/month: Ms. Annelis Helms (short bus ride to CCLS) Email: ahelms@hlhlawfirm.com (English only) ) 

3- U$650/month: Ms. Sarah Irving (bus ride to CCLS) Email: sarahlittleparadise@yahoo.com (English or Spanish)

 

Traveler hostels in Miami Beach:

1- The Tropics Tel: 305 531-0361 Email: mail@tropicshotel.com www.tropicshotel.com
2- The Clay Hotel Tel: 305 534-2988 Email: info@vlayhotel.com www.clayhotel.com
3- Jazz Hostels Tel: 305 672-2137  www.jazzhostels.com
  

The sites below accept reservations and offer former guests feedback on the above hostels in several languages:

www.hostels.com
www.hostelworld.com
www.hostelbookers.com/hostels/usa/miami
 

12. Travel Insurance

All students must purchase travel/health insurance, valid for the duration of their course. Students must provide their agents or CCLS with proof of travel insurance coverage before they start their studies. CCLS will not accept registration of students without travel insurance. The Travel Insurance 
requirement will be waived if the student is staying with relatives in Miami and they take responsibility for the student’s medical care. Good source of information on travel insurance are travel agents. They usually refer insurance companies that provide operators who speak the student’s mother tongue. If travel insurance is not available in the student’s home country, the following companies are popular among students in the USA:
Global Student USA - www.insubuy.com
HTH Worldwide- www.hthworldwide.com/insurance_intstudents.html
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Compass  - www.compassstudenthealthinsurance.com
Gateway USA - www.gatewayplans.com/gw_usa/
International Student Protection - www.intlstudentprotection.com
ISO Med - www.isoa.org/iso_med_main.aspx
13. Our Location

CCLS is located in the heart of Miami, Florida (The Sunshine State), a few miles south of Downtown, at 3191 Coral Way. The neighborhood is a very safe residential/commercial area. There are a variety of conventional restaurants (American, Chinese, Italian and Latin-American fare) and fast food restaurants and pizzerias close to our school, as well as a full-size supermarket within walking distance. Vending machines and a cafeteria are available in the building. There is bus service to Downtown Miami and Coral Gables commercial district. 

Important Note:

CCLS is not affiliated with any American College or University, and its language programs are non-transferable for academic credit.
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