Hip Hop School

CHRIS WELCH, CNN ALL-PLATFORM JOURNALIST, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.: This isn't a rapper's open mic night, and this is not a New York night club.We're in St. Paul, Minnesota, in the classrooms at McNally Smith College of Music. And these students are part of the nation's very first accredited diploma program for hip-hop.

HARRY CHALMIERS, PRESIDENT, MCNALLY SMITH COLLEGE OF MUSIC: We can study its impact on society, on people's lives. Where does this music come from? When it's angry, what are people trying to say?

WELCH: Austen Huls is one of 14 students in the inaugural class.

AUSTEN HULS, HIP-HOP STUDENT: I get chills every time I talk about it! I dunno, just being on stage, man. If I were to do it for a job, it wouldn't feel like work, and I could be having fun making my own money.

WELCH: The program is three semesters long and combines both hands-on techniques and textbook learning. Class topics include rap history, the music business and composition. Here, student Mike Johnson is performing what he's written. The industry knows this man by his professional name: Freddy Fresh. But it's Mr. Fresh to these students. He's an internationally known DJ and now, after Top 40 hits in the UK, Fresh is part of the hip-hop faculty.
FREDDY FRESH, DJ TURNED TEACHER: I was never fortunate enough to have anybody show me. I kind of stumbled into everything on my own and learned everything the hard way, and trial and error. And to see a student that has a lot of passion and has a little bit of natural ability, and to see the satisfaction that the student receives from that...

MIKE JOHNSON, HIP-HOP STUDENT: When I came here, I couldn't tell you what a quarter note was, I couldn't tell you what a sixteenth note was. And now I can tell you those things. So, I can tell you I'm learning!

WELCH: In St. Paul Minnesota, Chris Welch, CNN.

